FAQs 2026

Further information

1. Who is invited? What will we be doing?
Students and young people (18-30) are invited to come and experience living as a Franciscan
for a few days at Hilfield Friary from 21 - 25" July 2026. Take the opportunity to relax in
nature, get to experience the rhythm of daily life there, and embrace the joys of Franciscan
community living. You will meet the community at Hilfield, Franciscan friars/sisters, and
members of the Third Order living a Franciscan life alongside regular jobs & daily lives.

This is a christian community (Church of England), and you are invited to share in the life of
prayer, to eat together with the community and to share in work on the land or in preparing
food. We will have a short talk each day about the Franciscan living, and time for group
discussion as well as individual chats and free time.

2. What is the cost?
If your application form is signed by your chaplain, there is no cost for food/accommodation
at Hilfield on this visit, as the Third Order Franciscans are offering full bursaries to cover
the cost. You just need to arrange and pay for your own travel. Early advance train tickets
from London Waterloo start from £10 single - less from the West of England.

3. Dol have to be religious to go?
No, all are welcome, of any faith or none, if you want to explore this opportunity. This is not
a commitment, but the chance to experience a new lifestyle for a few days. We ask that
you respect the faith of those around you, and behave appropriately. We invite you to join
the talks/discussions and to choose how much you wish to join in the times of prayer and
activity, while experiencing each aspect of this community life.

4. Where are we going?
We are staying in individual rooms at Hilfield Friary, near Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 7BE.
https://www.hilfieldfriary.org.uk/abouthilfield/
We can arrange to collect you on Tuesday 15th from Sherborne (the nearest station), and take
you back on Friday, if you put this request in the booking form. One room is accessible.

Set in 43 acres on the edge of The Dorset Downs and overlooking the beautiful Blackmore
Vale, the friary is the home of the Anglican Society of St Francis, who were founded here in
the 1920s. Since 2007, these Franciscan Brothers have been joined by lay men and
women, including young people, who are sharing in the life, work and prayer of the Friary.
The community’s particular focus is on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation arising
from our Franciscan vocation.

5. How do we get there?
We ask you to make and pay for your own travel arrangements. Unless you are driving, the
easiest way is by train, from the direction of London Waterloo or Bristol/Exeter. We can
pick you up at Sherborne (the nearest station) and meet trains arriving at 1130/35 or
1230/35 on Tuesday. We can get you there on Friday for trains at 1430 onwards. Please
get in touch first if you need to make other arrangements.

6. Any other questions?
If there is anything else you need to know, email SharingFrancisinLondon@gmail.com to
contact Paul Smedley or Paul Alexander (the Third Order Members organising this event).
Contact details for the Friary are at https://www.hilfieldfriary.org.uk




Timetable for the visit

On Tuesday we will pick up from Sherborne trains
arriving at 1130/1135 or 1230/1235. After lunch will be
orientation, introductions and free time.

Each day there will be activities or free time in the
morning and afternoon. Choose how much you wish to
join in, while experiencing each aspect..

We will have a talk each morning and group discussion
after Evening Prayer. As we arrive on Tuesday, our first
talk will be after Evening Prayer.

After Night Prayer, we will have free time together in the
guest house, while respecting the community silence in

other spaces. Wednesday night we will be showing the

film Finding St Francis (2105) filmed at Hilfield.

Daily Friary Rhythm

e 0730 Morning Prayer (optional)
e 0830 Breakfast (in silence)

e 1015 Tea Break in the courtyard
e 1200 Midday Prayer & Eucharist
e 1300 Lunch

e 1630 Afternoon Tea in Refectory
e 1715 Evening prayer

e 1900 Supper in Refectory

® 2000 Night Prayer
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